Windstorm Safety
During the Fall/Winter months, here on the Plateau, we can see many different and
severe weathers. Preparing for the various and unpredictable storms can help keep you
and your family safe and dry. If we can further assist you regarding weather safety,
please contact us.
Enumclaw Fire Department has provided a basic list of things you should do to prepare
for and be aware of in the event of a windstorm.
Quick Tips During A Storm
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stay inside and away from windows.
Listen to your local news for emergency advice.
If your heating system stops working, use a safe
alternative.
If traffic lights are out, treat the intersection as a
4-way stop.
Minimize driving to conserve fuel. Gas station
pumps do not work during power outages.
Do not attempt to move downed power lines.

Electrical Hazards
Electrical hazards are the greatest threat during a windstorm. Downed power and utility
lines pose risk of electrical shock and can cause fires to adjacent objects. Always
assume that a utility line is energized and stay at least 50 feet away. Do not try to move
downed lines or objects that have come in contact with downed lines under any
circumstance. During a windstorm, keep in mind that surrounding trees and additional
power poles or lines may fall at any time. It is best to remain indoors or to evacuate the
area completely. If a vehicle or person has come in contact with a downed line, always
assume the line is energized. Occupants inside of a vehicle which has come into
contact with a power line must remain inside of the vehicle until the electrical hazard
has been removed by a utility company. Keep in mind that surrounding structures,
fences, puddles, and other nearby items also may be energized.
Power Line Emergencies
In the event that the utility pole, nearby trees, or other objects have caught on fire, call
911 immediately. If you notice utility poles or power lines that have fallen or have been
damaged, call 911 and your local utility company (see numbers below).
•

Puget Sound Energy:
1-888-225-5773 (24 hours)

Who Do I Call If The Power Goes Out
First check your electrical panel to see if a breaker that is normally on has been tripped
to the off position. If this does not resolve the situation, call the utility company that
provides service to your occupancy (see phone numbers listed above).
Staying Warm When The Power Goes Out
Use alternative heat sources safely. Do not burn anything inside without adequate
ventilation. Never use gas ovens, gas ranges, barbecues, hibachi, and most portable or
propane heaters for indoor heating. These units burn up oxygen, create deadly carbon
monoxide and are a likely cause of fire. Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations
and instructions. Wear extra layers of clothes and use several layers of blankets. Don’t
get wet if you can’t get dry. Be sure to eat. Food provides calories that help maintain
body heat. Heat only the area of your home that you are using. Close doors or drape a
blanket over the entrance to unused areas. Cover windows and doors with blankets.
Close curtains, shades or drapes.
Food During Power Outages
It is best to stock up on non-perishable food products a few days before a storm is
predicted. In the event the power goes out, use foods that can spoil rapidly first. Keep
doors to refrigerators and freezers shut and minimize the number of times you open
them. Use an ice chest packed with ice or dry ice to keep food cold. It is most important
to keep meat, seafood and dairy products cold. "If in doubt, throw it out." This includes
all foods, fresh or frozen, that have not been properly refrigerated. Food in undamaged
cans is safe to use.
Generator Use During Power Outages
Use portable generators only as independent sources of
power. Do not connect generators to your home’s main
service panels. This may result in serious injury or death to
utility workers trying to restore power. Make sure
generators are used outdoors and away from building
fresh-air ventilation intakes.
Preparing In Advance For A Storm
•
•
•

Have emergency supplies ready in advance.
Keep a full tank of gas in your car.
Cut diseased and damaged branches from trees around the house. Remove
trees that are in danger of falling onto your house.

•

If trees or other vegetation is overgrowing utility lines, contact your utility
company to discuss how the vegetation can be removed. Do not attempt to clear
vegetation from around utility lines yourself.
Secure objects or portable structures on your property that could fall or be blown
away.

•
•
•

Secure or move your garbage and recycle containers to minimize litter in your
neighborhood and to keep roadways clear of debris.
Keep emergency phone numbers handy. Establish an out of area contact that all
household members can reach in an emergency should you get separated.

Basic List of Emergency Supplies
The following is a basic list of emergency supplies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flashlights, extra batteries and matches. Keep them where you can find them in
the dark.
Battery-powered radio and wind-up clock.
Canned or dried non-perishable foods and a manual can opener.
A safe alternate source of heat plus extra fuel (wood, kerosene).
Extra blankets and warm clothes.
One gallon of bottled drinking water per person per day.
Gallon of liquid chlorine bleach for sanitizing utensils and dishes.
A regular (not cordless) phone.

