
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Emergency Vehicle Safety  

 
A roadside emergency can happen at any time, whether your car is new or old. A range of problems can 
cause it, from a tire failure or mechanical breakdown to running out of fuel. At best, it's an annoyance; at 

worst, it can compromise your safety. Being prepared with a basic emergency kit can increase your 
safety, reduce stress, and help you get back on the road faster.   

 
Preplanning and knowing where and how to use the items in your vehicle and kit is the key to making an 

unexpected delay/emergency go smoothly. 
 
 

Winter Driving Emergency Kit 
For the cold, wet conditions of winter, you may need additional items in your emergency kit, especially if you travel in remote areas 

or in severe conditions. 
 
Windshield scraper 
Good visibility is your most important safety item, but persistent snow and ice can build up quickly and 
make it hard to see. A long-handled, soft-bristled brush can also come in handy. 
 
Tire chains and tow strap 
Familiarize yourself with how to put the chains on your vehicle's tires or attach a tow strap before you 
need to do it in cold and possibly dark conditions. 
 
Blanket and winter hat 
If you run out of fuel or if your battery dies, the vehicle won't be able to provide heat. A blanket and hat 
can help keep you warm if you have to wait for a long time in cold conditions. 
 
Chemical hand warmers 
These small, inexpensive packets are available at ski shops and sporting-goods stores. 
 
Small folding shovel 
If you get stuck in snow, this can be a vital tool. A folding camping-style shovel will require more digging 
effort than a longer-handled shovel, but is more convenient to store in the vehicle. 
 
Bag of cat litter 
This can help provide some traction on an especially slick road surface. 
 

 
 
 

 

 


