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Please Read! Summer Water Safety Saves Lives  
Enumclaw Fire Department Cautions Residents About Flow and Speed of River 

 
ENUMCLAW, WASH. – The Enumclaw Fire Department is getting ready for the first call of a swimmer in trouble, and worse, 
possibly lost, to the creeks that flow through the area.  
 
The Cascade Mountains experienced a late snowpack this spring, and rapidly increasing temperatures are causing It to melt 
fast. The end result is a higher and faster water flow than most people expect.  
 
“It happens almost every year when temperatures climb, and the tragedy is that it could be prevented if people were more 
cautious,” said Fire Chief Randy Fehr. “Most of the accidents occur on private property so we hope to raise awareness for water 
safety to prevent an accident, or loss of life before it happens.” 
 
The Fire District has a swift water rescue team ready to respond. This program is funded through the fire levy paid through 
property taxes. However, a swimmer can be lost to fast water in seconds while it takes responders several minutes to arrive on 
scene. 
 
Here are a few simple safety tips to enjoy our natural bodies of water during summer months: 
 

1. No one swims alone.  
2. Never leave children unsupervised near a body of water. Don’t rely on water floaties; make sure they have life vests 

on at all times. 
3. Learn CPR-Parents and childcare providers should learn cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).  
4. Avoid alcohol when you are boating, swimming or supervising children around water. On average, alcohol is involved 

three out of five times in drowning accidents.  Seriously, put down the booze until everyone is out of the water. 
5. Raft only with a professional company and always wear a life vest. 
6. Know the water-Washington waters are cold enough to cause hypothermia even on the hottest summer day. 

Hypothermia can weaken even the strongest swimmer. 
7. Know your limits-Drowning often happens when a person tires while swimming, not necessarily because a person 

does not know how to swim. 
8. Never dive or jump into unfamiliar water. 
9. Wear a life jacket when swimming anywhere without lifeguards or whenever you boat, jet ski, go tubing, or other 

water sports. By law, children ages 12 or younger must wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket or vest on all vessels 
less than 19 feet. 

 
More information on water safety and community risk reduction can be found on the Enumclaw Fire Department website 
at www.enumclawfire.org.  

 
### 

 
The Enumclaw Fire Department provides fire and life safety services to 22,500 people over 56 square miles. EFD relies on full-
time and volunteer emergency personnel to respond to an average of 2,500 calls a year, 74% of which are for emergency 
medical service. Firefighters are highly trained to provide quality emergency services often found in larger communities, such as 
technical rescue, hazardous material spills, auto extrication, fire prevention and life safety programs.  
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